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Announcements: AWANA, LIFT groups and Fall Discipleship groups have begun. There is still time for you and your children to get involved.
Passage: Ephesians 1:7-12
Sermon Idea: We find purpose and receive blessing in Jesus Christ who gives meaning to all things for his glory
Discussion Questions:

1. We are memorizing and meditating upon Ephesians 2:8-10 as a church. Let’s review this each time we meet to keep each other accountable for memorization:
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10

2.  When was the last time you were analyzing your life and thought, “What is the point in all of this”? Why do we at times experience a lack of purpose and meaning?
3.  Read Ephesians 1:7-8. Redemption is accomplished by adding Christ’s shed blood to our account and allowing him to pay our debt of sin to God. Why does God hold our debt of sin against us?

Why do we need for someone else to pay our debt?

4. How should we respond to the gift of redemption and forgiveness that is offered to us in Christ?

How can we use this to increase our witness to those who are not in Christ?

5. Discuss the promises that God makes to us when he forgives us and the promises we should make to others when we forgive them.

When God forgives, he no longer holds our past offenses against us.

When God forgives, he no longer uses our past sins to define us

When Go forgives, he no longer allows our past sins to hinder our relationship with him

We must forgive like God. When we forgive we make these promises:

"I will not dwell on this incident."

"I will not bring up this incident again and use it against you."

"I will not talk to others about this incident."

"I will not let this incident stand between us or hinder our personal relationship."
6. Read Ephesians 1:9.10. Discuss the implications that everything is summed up in Christ. How does this change the way we think, act, and believe?

Upcoming Sermons:

September 15 – Ephesians 1:13, 14


September 22 – Ephesians 1:15-23

September 29 – Lord’s Supper Service
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