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Announcements: Our Fall Picnic will be Sunday, September 22 at Falls Lake. Invite the whole CareGroup and bring some food and friends to enjoy the afternoon at the Lake.
Passage: Ephesians 1:11-14
Sermon Idea: All of God’s promises will come true in Christ and they are guaranteed by the Holy Spirit.
Discussion Questions:

1. We are memorizing and meditating upon Ephesians 2:8-10 as a church. Let’s review this each time we meet to keep each other accountable for memorization:
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. Ephesians 2:8-10

2.  Does anyone have a story about someone in their family obtaining an inheritance? Share some of the details of the story. Read Ephesians 1:11,12. Discuss this list that describes our inheritance in Christ:
1. We will have a full understanding of God’s will and his ways. 
2. All of our desires will be fulfilled. 

3. Our passions will be pure and sinless. 

4. Our physical, mental and material troubles and burdens will be removed. 

5. We will have a forever family and perfect relationships

3. Read this quote from C.S. Lewis. Discuss whether you agree with his conclusion.

Lewis asked the question if desiring such pleasures in heaven was a bad thing?

“If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”

4. Read Ephesians 1:13,14. Discuss the implications of being sealed by the Holy Spirit? How does God protect our salvation by sealing us with the Spirit?

5. Has anyone made a promise to you or given you a guarantee that they did not keep? Why are unkept promises so hard to accept? Paul describes the Holy Spirit as the “Spirit of promise.” How does the Holy Spirit ensure all of the promises God has made to us? How does 2 Corinthian 1:21,22 add to this?

6. Read Ephesians 1:14 again. What does it mean to you personally that you are God’s own possession?

Upcoming Sermons:

September 22 – Ephesians 1:15-23

September 29 – Lord’s Supper Service
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