Sermon Discussion Guide
Sermon preached on: March 3, 2013

CareGroup Reminders: 
1. March 30—Community Day. This is our annual outreach event just prior to Easter. We will offer a free BBQ rib lunch, games for kids, etc. Please have your CareGroups there to serve and MOST OF ALL bring some unchurched friends to this event and then invite them to church on Easter Sunday. Be sure to pass around the signup sheet attached to the rosters this week
2. Daddy Daughter Dance signup ends Sunday March 17th. Dads can sign up online or in the Welcome Center.

Discussion time
Main idea: Heaven rejoices when one lost sinner repents and is rescued by God’s grace.
1. There are two types of sinners in the crowd as Jesus taught:

First, the straight-forward sinner (the independent individualist).


Second, the self-righteous sinner (the legalistic moralist).
     Which of these best represents you or best represented you prior to your conversion?

2. Read Luke 15:1-7, Why is there great rejoicing when a lost person is found and saved? 

Who in heaven rejoices the most? Have a couple of people share why they do not rejoice as heaven does when a sinner repents and is rescued from their sin?

3. Read Luke 15:17-19, in what ways do these verses teach us about the true nature of repentance?
Why is repentance necessary for salvation? Why does God rejoice when someone repents?

4. How can our CareGroup avoid being the “moralist” and joyfully reach out to sinners and lead them to salvation? How does God’s grace create a sense of community in the local church for all people?
5. These passages show God's overwhelming acceptance of those who repent and turn to Christ. Talk about why this is a great motivation for overcoming sin and temptation; for living a joyful Christian life.

