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Sermon Discussion Guide
Sermon Preached On:  November 25, 2012


Reminder for CareGroups: Thursday, Dec. 13 will be our annual Christmas Banquet. Our emphasis this year will be on supporting International Justice Mission and the problem of human trafficking.
Passage: Song of Songs 5:9-6:12
Questions for discussion:

1. Read Song of Solomon 5:10-16. The Shulamite finds her lover wholly desirable?
What causes a couple in a relationship to lose the desire they once had for each other?
How can they keep each other unique and special?

2. The Song of Solomon should point us towards our relationship to Christ.

As Christians, we are to find Jesus wholly desirable.

What causes us to lose our desire for Christ and how can we maintain it?

3. In 5:16, she also calls her lover a friend. Why is important for your spouse to be your friend? How can you maintain friendship in marriage?
4. In the same manner, Christ is to be both our Lord and our friend. How can we avoid friendship with the world, so that we can maintain a loving relationship with Christ?

5. As time allows, look at these principles of communication Paul gives us in Ephesians 
Discuss the importance of godly communication, especially the need to be forgiving.

1. All communication must be based in truth. (4:25) 

- We must speak the truth in love. (4:15)

- All forms of lying and deception are intimacy killers

- Even lying to avoid conflict is dangerous because you are now living a lie.

- As much as the truth may hurt or offend another person when you have committed a wrong against them, it is still better to confess and seek forgiveness rather than to damage your character and be known as a liar.

- I can forgive you if you come to me with the truth, but if you are caught in a lie, than I will struggle being able to trust you. It’s really hard to love and trust and liar.

2. All communication should seek to serve the welfare of others (4:29)

- Words should be used to build each other up and not tear each other down

- Words should be chosen specifically to minister to a person’s needs

- Words should be spoken that will impart grace

3. All communication should bring pleasure and glory to God (4:30)

- Corrupt words stem from a sinful heart (Mark 7:15)

- Hurtful words are used as weapons to injure rather than a balm to heal

- Offensive speech and any communication that is divisive grieves the Holy Spirit who as work joining us together in unity

4. All communication should resemble the forgiving nature of Christ (4:31,32)

- Evil speaking: bitterness, anger, clamor, wrath must be put away  

- Bitter words come from a heart that is harboring ill-will against another

- Wrathful words intend to judge and condemn another

- Angry words flow from a heart unwilling to let love cover another’s offense

- Clamorous words are like the clanging of a symbol, nagging and crying out all the wrongs of another

- Slanderous words are evil weapons and wound a person’s spirit and demean his/her character.
