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Announcements: AWANA and Fall Discipleship groups to begin August 18
Passage: Matthew 25:14-30
Sermon idea: 
Discussion Questions:

1. Read Matthew 25:14-18. What does it mean that the Master gave out talents to each of his slaves “according to their own ability”?  Reflect on this statement, “Not everyone is able to serve in the church equally, but we all must serve productively.”
2. In verse 18, the third slave dug a hole and hid his master’s wealth. How do Christians “bury” the investment of resources and abilities that God gives them? How have you done this in the past?
3. Read vv. 19-23, discuss the implications of the master coming back to “settle the accounts with his servants.”  Review 1 Peter 1:17-19, Revelation 2:23 to add insight. 
4. Look at v.23 again and discuss these aspects of “sharing the joy of the master”.
- he approves of our labors for him

- he sees the fruit of salvation working itself out

- he blesses our lives

- he increases our role and purpose in his Kingdom
       5. Read vv.24-30. What does this lazy servant look like today? Where does he make his life investment? How can we help a person understand the reality of final judgment for their lack of faith and obedience to Christ?

     6. What does it mean to “improve the master’s assets”? How can we do this on a regular basis?

    7. Discuss the contrast between a person hearing Jesus say when he returns, “Come and share in my happiness” and “I never knew you, depart from me.”  

Upcoming Sermons:

August 18 – Matthew 25:31-46


August 25 – RENEW Sunday


September 1 – Ephesians 1
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